
Domain of images as a whole: 

gramma (picture, piece of writing)
graphein (verb: writing drawing, scratching)

gramma/graphein: Indo-European root :gerebh-

gramma / graphein / gerebh

James Elkins / the domain of images

domain of images
as a whole

domain of grammae



decipher

James Elkins / the domain of images Ansatz von Elkins

entschlüsseln
dechiffrieren
entziffern

look

read

domain of images



James Elkins / the domain of images – 7 subsets of images Ansatz von Elkins

pure writing

* Hypographemics
* Semasiographs
* Pseudowriting
* Subgraphemics
* Allographs

calligraphy

typography

pure picture

pictographic scripts
* Emblemata

pure notation?
[a,b,c,…] [0,1,2,..]

The most strongly
notational images:
* Schemata

* Schemata (combinations
of writing, pictures and notation)



diagram

graph

James Elkins / the domain of images Ansatz von Elkins



Diagramm

Fragestellung Workshop FU-Berlin

Bild

Text

Schrift

Zwischenräumlichkeit

Zwischenschreibung

Gemeinsamer Nenner



Diagramm

Fragestellung Workshop FU-Berlin

Bild

Text

Schrift

Schriftbildlichkeit

Gemeinsamer Nenner



Diagramm

John Willats – art and representation

Bild

Text

Schrift

projection

topology

drawing systems

Gemeinsamer Nenner



diagram

James Elkins / the domain of images

Unverträglichkeit mit N. Goodman:

Diagramm: notational
Graph: nicht-notational

graph

Der ikonische Status von 
Diagrammen ist prekär - prekärer als 
von Graphen. (D. Mersch)

Analoge Graphen werden von 
J. Elkins zwar besprochen, aber
sein Buch enthält nur ein Bild-
beispiel. Die Graphen sind auch in 
seiner Studie ein blinder Fleck.

Elkins beruft sich bzgl. „notation“ 
explizit auf N. Goodman, schafft es 
aber nicht, die non-notational graphs‘ 
in sein System zu integrieren.
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diagram/graph
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glatte Schrift

gekerbte Schrift

gekerbt

glatt / stetig

diagram

graph

drawing

drawing & painting

non-notational

analog

diskret (digital)

„analoges“ bzw.
„graphisches“ Diagramm (NG)

„digitales“ Diagramm (NG)

linear und fächig (komplex gekrümmt)

Zu Nelson Goodman (NG)



gramma / graphein / gerebh

domain of images
as a whole

domain of grammae

organizational
principles



(N) Schemata
(N) systematic images

(N) diagrams
(N) geometric diagram
(N) geometric images

(N) geometric configurations
(N,W,P) maps

(N) engineering drawings
(N) plans

(N) graphs
(N) curves

(N) x-y graphs
(N) Line graphs

(N) triangle graph
(N) Venn diagram

(N) Borromean rings
(N) charts

(N) flow charts
(N) tables

(N) genealogic trees
(N) phylogenetic tree

(N) Family trees
(N) symbolic tree

(N) Sephirotic tree
(N) logic trees

(N) Boolean circles
(N) numerical notation

(N) tabular notation
(N) tables

(N) mnemonic chart
(N) grids

(N) Nets (Projektionsgitter)
(N) notations

(W) writing direction
(W,P)  pictographic elements in writing

(W,P) ideographic elemts in writing
(W) formatting & composition

(N) genealogic trees
(N) genealogic flow chart

(N) Labanotation
(N) Musical notation

(N) seismographs
(N) sonar charts

(N) weather tables
(N/graph) EEG  electroencephalogram

(N) electroencephalographs
(N) electrocardiogram

(N) mathematical notations
(N) geometric abstraktions

(N) Autoradiograph
(N) wire-frame schemata
(N) electron density maps

(N) Feynman diagram
(N) world egg (concentric circles)

(N) Mandala
(N) metaphorical schema (world egg)

(N) astronomical charts
(N) astrological charts
(N,P) scientific images

(N,P) informational images

(N) inexpressive images /vs/ expressive images
(N) cold transmission of information

(N) non- or extra-aesthetic

(N) Based on reference lines: curves
(N) Propagation of data: chart, graph

(N) STRENGE FORMATE (Vergl. DB-Formate)

Graphs: organized according reference lines

(N) scales, rules, axes, grids, concentric circles,
columns, bars,

(N) symbols, latitude and longitude lines
(N) scaled and unscaled maps
(N) Cartesian coordinate grid

(N) orthogonal axes
(N) notational syntax


